STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS
BOARD OF ELECTIONS
50 Branch Avenue
Providence, RI 02904
(401) 222-2345 Telephone
(401) 222-3135 Fax

TO: Office of the Secretary of State; Local Board of Canvassers; Candidates
FROM: Rhode Island State Board of Elections
DATE: June 13, 2018
RE: Candidates for Election to office in 2018 – Nomination Papers
In order to assist and guide candidates in their quest to qualify for placement on the
2018 ballot in the fall, the Board of Elections has prepared this “Notice” for the purpose
of addressing questions which are commonly asked of the Board during the nomination
process.
Who may sign a candidate’s nomination papers?
Any eligible voter from within the district in which the candidate is seeking election may
sign the candidate’s nomination papers. Eligible voters are those persons who are
eligible to vote at the time of signing nomination papers. Eligible voters are those
persons who have been registered to vote at least 30 days prior to signing a candidate’s
nomination papers.
Who may obtain signatures on a candidates nomination papers?
Any person 18 years of age of older may obtain signatures. The person does not need
to be a registered voter or a resident of Rhode Island.
Who is required to complete the affidavit, which appears on the back page of the
candidate’s nomination papers?
The person who obtains the signatures of voters on the nomination papers must
complete and sign the affidavit that states:
“I __________ (name of person obtaining signatures), of the City or Town of _________
(name of city or town of person obtaining signatures), under oath make affidavit and say
that the signers of the within nomination paper(s) did so sign the paper(s) in my
presence.”
The affidavit must be subscribed and sworn before a notary public.
If a candidate has other individuals collect signatures for him, can the candidate
complete the affidavit, which appears on the back page of the candidate’s
nomination papers?
No. The person who directly collected the signatures must complete the affidavit.

Can a candidate or someone else “supervise” collection of signatures, and
complete the affidavit, which appears on the back page of the candidate’s
nomination paper? (i.e. being on the same residential street while the
“supervised” individuals go door-to-door on that street.)
The person completing the affidavit must be physically in the presence of every person
signing the nomination papers. Therefore, the person going door-to door with the
nomination papers would need to complete the affidavit.
Can a set of the candidate’s nomination papers be circulated by more than one
individual?
No, because the affidavit which appears on the back page of the candidate’s nomination
papers can only be completed by the one person who collected all the signatures
contained on it. If a candidate has multiple individuals collecting signatures for him/her,
he should create duplicate sets for each person (see question on duplicates in this
document).
Can a voter sign more than one candidate’s nomination papers?
Yes. A voter may sign the nomination papers of more than one candidate.
Must a voter signing a candidate’s nomination papers be eligible to vote in the
candidate’s primary?
Any eligible voter from within the district in which the candidate is seeking election may
sign the nomination papers regardless of their party affiliation.
Does signing a candidate’s nomination papers make that voter a member of the
candidate’s party?
No. The person’s party affiliation is not affected.
If a voter signs the nomination papers of a candidate who is seeking election to an
office in a district other than that of the voter’s, will that signature be “counted” as
valid?
No. Only those signatures obtained from eligible voters within the district in which the
candidate is seeking election will be “counted” as valid.
If an eligible voter from a Town A signs a candidate’s nomination papers which
are ultimately submitted to the Board of Canvassers in Town B, will that voter’s
signature be “counted” as valid in either Town A or Town B?
No. Only those signatures of eligible voters in the city or town in which the nomination
papers submitted will be valid (i.e. If an eligible voter from Johnston signs a candidate’s
nomination papers which are ultimately submitted to Cranston, the Board of Canvassers
in Cranston will not “count” that signature and it will be ruled invalid.)
Is it possible to have eligible voters from more than one community sign a single
nomination paper and have all the signatures ruled as valid?
No. Only those signatures of eligible voters in the city or town in which the nomination
paper is submitted will be valid. There is no validating or cross-checking of signatures
among communities or with the Office of the Secretary of State.

Is it permissible to make copies of blank nomination papers and gather signatures
on them?
Yes. Candidates for the legislature and local office may, at their own expense, have
nomination papers duplicated. However, the signatures obtained on the duplicated
nomination papers shall be considered valid if, and only if, PRIOR to any signatures
being affixed, the duplicated nomination papers have been time-stamped by the
Office of the Secretary of State or local Board of Canvassers which issued the
original nomination papers.

Please contact the Board of Elections at (401) 222-2345 or http://www.elections.ri.gov if
further assistance is needed.

